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Qood  Jriday 

Good  Friday  is  the  great  day  of  mourning 
over  the  death  of  the  Savior  of  the  world, 
"And  they  shall  look  upon  Me,  whom  they 
have  pierced,  and  they  shall  mourn  for  Him 
as  one  mourneth  for  an  only  son,  and  they 
shall  grieve  over  Him  as  the  manner  is  to 
grieve  for  the  death  of  the  first-born"  (Zach. 
12:10).  The  house  of  God  is  devoid  of  all 
ornaments,  the  crucifix  on  the  altar  is  covered 
with  a  violet  or  black  veil,  no  candles  are 
burning  as  the  sacred  ministers  approach  the 
altar  in  silence  and  prostrate  themselves  on 
the  floor.  This  prostration  symbolizes  sor- 
row, shame,  confusion;  we  acknowledge  that 
because  of  our  sins  we  deserve  to  be  despised 
and  trodden  under  foot.  But  though  we 
cannot  undo  what  has  been  done,  we  can 
join  our  Savior  and  Mediator  on  this  the 
great  day  of  atonement  in  a  humble  and 
contrite  spirit.  This  atonement  repairs  the 
wrong  of  the  past,  restores  all  that  has  been 
lost  even  more  fully  and  perfectly  than  it 
had  been  possessed  in  the  beginning.  It  is 
Good  Friday,  the  Friday  on  which  the  good- 
ness of  God  manifests  itself  with  overwhelm- 
ing grandeur  in  the  sufferings  and  death  of 
I  "the  Son  of  God  as  well  as  in  the  gifts  merited 
for  men. 

The  Good  Friday  liturgy  is  called  Mass 
,  of  the  Presanctified,  i.e.,  Pre-consecrated. 
:  There  is  no  real  Mass  celebrated  on  Good 
j  Friday,  because  there  is  no  consecration. 
I  The  faithful  are  to  concentrate  their  attention 
I  so  much  the  more  on  the  bloody  sacrifice  of 
I  our  blessed  Savior,  which  is  commemorated 
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on  this  day.  The  sacred  host  that  will  be 
consumed  by  the  celebrant  was  consecrated 
the  day  before,  on  Holy  Thursday.  Hence 
what  takes  place  is  not  a  Mass,  but  a  Com- 
munion service,  called  Mass  because  of  the 
similarity  with  a  real  Mass,  but  it  is  the 
*'Mass  of  the  Presanctified." 

The  thoughts  expressed  in  the  liturgy  of 
the  day  may  be  summarized  under  the  fol- 
lowing headings: 

I.    A  Call  to  repentance 
II.    The  Lamb  of  God  in  prophecy  and 
fulfilment 

III.  Supplications 

IV.  Veneration  of  the  Cross 
V.    Rays  of  Easter 

VI.    Communion  Service 

Call  to  Repentance 

Without  any  introduction  we  hear  the 
reading  of  a  lesson  taken  from  the  prophet 
Osee.  In  the  first  part  of  the  lesson  the 
Israelites  are  introduced  as  speaking.  Moved 
by  the  preaching  of  the  prophet  they  en- 
courage one  another  to  do  penance  for  their 
sins.  God  is  always  ready  to  forgive.  He 
will  revive  them  after  two  days,  that  is,  as 
soon  as  they  return  to  Him,  and  on  the 
third  day  He  will  raise  them  up  and  they 
will  live  in  His  sight.  We  find  in  these  words 
a  beautiful  allusion  to  the  Resurrection  of 
Christ  on  the  third  day  after  His  death,  and 
an  expression  of  our  hope  that  we  will  obtain 
mercy,  forgiveness  of  our  sins,  and  share  in 
His  Resurrection. 

The  second  part  of  the  lesson  is  spoken  by 
God.  The  words  arc  addressed  to  the  tribes 
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of  Ephraim  and  Juda,  as  representatives  of 
the  whole  people  and  expose  the  fickleness 
of  the  Israelites,  their  faithlessness  and  re- 
lapses into  evil  ways.  Their  love  is  as  short- 
lived and  inconstant  as  the  cloud  in  the  sky, 
as  the  morning  dew  that  dries  up  quickly. 
What  shall  He  do  with  them?  He  has 
warned  them  through  His  prophets  and 
threatened  them  with  His  punishment.  He 
is  not  satisfied  with  the  external  continuation 
of  the  temple  sacrifices;  He  wants  true  love 
of  neighbor,  true  and  practical  worship  of 
God.  These  things  are  more  pleasing  to  Him 
than  sacrifices  and  holocausts. 

The  lesson  is  meant  for  us,  the  chosen 
people  of  the  New  Testament.  We  should 
remember  that  external  works  of  religion  and 
penance  do  not  count  before  God,  unless  they 
are  animated  by  sincere  humility  and  love 
of  God.  God  sees  the  heart  and  we  cannot 
deceive  Him.  He  loves  and  must  love  the 
truth  because  He  is  the  Truth. 

Osee  6:1-6 

Thus  saith  the  Lord:  In  their  affliction  they 
will  rise  early  to  me.  Come,  and  let  us  return 
to  the  Lord:  for  he  hath  taken  us,  and  he  will 
heal  us:  he  will  strike,  and  he  will  cure  us. 
He  v/ill  revive  us  after  two  days:  on  the  third 
day  he  will  raise  us  up,  and  we  shall  live  in  his 
sight.  We  shall  know,  and  we  shall  follow  on, 
that  we  may  know  the  Lord.  His  going  forth  is 
prepared  as  the  morning  light,  and  he  will  come 
to  us  as  the  early  and  the  latter  rain  to  the 
earth.  What  shall  I  do  to  thee,  O  Ephraim? 
what  shall  I  do  to  thee,  O  Juda?  Your  mercy 
is  as  a  morning  cloud,  and  as  the  dew  that  goeth 
away  in  the  morning.   For  this  reason  have  I 


7 


hewed  them  by  the  prophets,  I  have  slain  them 
by  the  words  of  my  mouth:  and  thy  judgments 
shall  go  forth  as  the  light.  For  I  desired  mercy, 
and  not  sacrifice;  and  the  knowledge  of  God 
more  than  holocausts. 

Tract 

The  reaction  to  the  lesson  from  the 
prophet  Osee  is  given  in  the  Tract,  adapted 
from  the  prophet  Habakuk.  It  is  fear  and 
terror  because  of  the  threatened  punishment, 
but  also  hope  of  forgiveness  because  of  God's 
inexhaustible  mercy. 

We  are  assured  that  God  will  manifest 
Himself,  i.e.,  as  a  merciful  God,  between  two 
living  beings.  If  we  refer  these  words  to  the 
Old  Testament,  they  seem  to  refer  to  the 
figures  of  the  two  Cherubim  on  the  Ark  of 
the  Covenant.  It  is  there  that  God  mani- 
fested His  presence,  and  in  many  instances 
assured  the  people  of  His  guidance,  protec- 
tion, and  mercy.  But  as  used  on  Good 
Friday  the  words  more  probably  refer  to  the 
Person  of  our  blessed  Savior  in  whom  has 
appeared  the  grace,  the  goodness  and  kindness 
of  God  according  to  His  mercy.  When  the 
fullness  of  time  had  come,  as  decreed  from 
all  eternity  and  foretold  by  the  prophets, 
God  the  Son  manifested  Himself  between 
two  living  beings:  As  man  between  Mary 
and  Joseph  in  the  stable  of  Bethlehem; 
as  God  between  Moses  and  Elias  in  His 
transfiguration  on  Mount  Thabor;  as  Savior 
between  the  two  thieves  on  the  cross. 

Again,  the  prophet  sees  God  coming  from 
Lebanon,  the  mountain  covered  with  the 
shade  of  dense  cedar  forests;  he  sees  the 
majesty  of  God  covering  the  heavens  and  the 
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earth  filled  with  His  praise.  Mount  Lebanon 
lies  to  the  North  of  Palestine,  and  the  North 
was  looked  upon  as  the  region  of  the  myste- 
rious, and  so  Mount  Lebanon  might  fittingly 
be  taken  as  the  symbol  of  heaven  from 
whence  came  the  manifestation  of  God's  love 
and  power  in  the  mystery  of  the  Incarnation. 
And  it  is  from  heavenly  heights  that  Christ 
will  come  again  at  the  end  of  time  to  judge 
the  living  and  the  dead.  The  fruits  of  re- 
demption, as  brought  to  the  world  by  the 
Church,  might  be  seen  symbolized  in  the 
beauty  of  the  mountain:  the  peak  covered 
with  snow,  the  lower  parts  with  magnificent 
cedar  forests;  its  height  offering  a  grand  view 
of  all  the  land  around  far  away.  Thus  the 
Church,  too,  is  a  Lebanon,  its  peak  enveloped 
in  the  splendor  of  the  Eucharistic  sacrifice, 
its  sides  covered  with  the  abundant  growth 
of  virtue  and  holiness  —  the  just  are  com- 
pared to  the  cedar  tree  —  and  from  its 
heights,  resplendent  with  the  Savior's  Eucha- 
ristic love,  affording  a  wonderful  outlook 
into  the  mysteries  of  God's  providence  in 
behalf  of  men.  No  wonder,  the  earth  is  full 
of  His  praise,  the  praise  and  thanksgiving  of 
the  redeemed,  "looking  for  the  blessed  hope 
and  glorious  coming  of  our  great  God  and 
Savior  Jesus  Christ"  (Titus  2:13). 

Adaptation  from  Habakuk 

Lord  I  have  heard  Thy  words  and  I  was 
afraid;  I  considered  Thy  works  and  I  tremble. 
In  the  midst  of  two  living  beings  Thou  wilt  be 
made  known;  when  the  years  shall  draw  nigh 
Thou  shalt  be  known;  when  the  time  shall  come, 
Thou  wilt  be  manifested.  When  my  soul  shall 
be  in  trouble,  Thou  wilt  remember  mercy,  even 
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in  Thy  wrath.  God  will  come  from  Libanus, 
and  the  Holy  One  from  the  shady  and  thickly 
covered  mountain.  His  majesty  covered  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  is  full  of  His  praise. 

Collect 

It  is  the  same  as  on  Holy  Thursday  and 
is  today  as  appropriate  as  it  was  yesterday. 
Judas  and  the  good  thief  illustrate  the  de- 
cisive significance  of  the  Passion  of  Christ. 
For  the  one  it  is  punishment,  because  he 
rejected  the  mercy  offered  by  Jesus;  for  the 
other  it  is  paradise,  because  he  sincerely  re- 
pented and  trustfully  threw  himself  into  the 
arms  of  divine  mercy. 

Oremus  Let  us  pray 

Flectamus  genua  Let  us  kneel 

Levate  Arise 

O  God,  from  whom  Judas  received  the 
punishment  of  his  sin  and  the  thief  the  re- 
ward of  his  faith,  grant  us,  we  beseech  Thee, 
the  fruit  of  Thy  mercy.  Grant,  that,  as  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord  in  His  Passion,  meted  out 
to  these  men  retribution  according  to  their 
deserts,  so  He  may  deliver  us  from  the  errors 
of  the  past  and  make  us  partakers  in  His 
Resurrection.  Who  lives  and  reigns  with 
Thee  in  the  unity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  God, 
forever  and  ever. 

Amen. 

The  Lamb  of  God 

THE  PASCHAL  LAMB  —  TYPE  OF  JESUS 

In  a  lesson,  taken  from  the  book  of  Ex- 
odus, we  now  listen  to  the  institution  of  the 
Jewish  paschal  lamb.  The  Israelites  in 
Egypt  were  living  in  a  state  of  slavery,  op- 
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pressed  and  exploited  by  the  Egyptians.  But 
the  time  came  which  God  had  set  for  their 
deliverance.  He  would  lead  them  out  of 
Egypt  into  the  land  which  He  had  promised 
to  Abraham.  Pharaoh  refused  to  let  the 
Israelites  depart.  God  now  sent  the  plagues; 
the  last  one  was  the  sudden  death  of  the 
first-born  sons  of  the  Egyptians.  It  brought 
the  king  to  terms  so  that  he  even  urged  the 
Israelites  to  depart  as  quickly  as  possible.  As 
a  preparation  for  this  great  event  God  had 
commanded  the  Israelites  to  slaughter  and 
to  eat  a  lamb.  The  details  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  this  was  to  be  done  are  given  in  this 
lesson.  The  paschal  lamb  is  the  type  of 
Jesus,  the  true  Lamb  of  God,  by  whose 
blood  we  have  been  delivered  from  the  slav- 
ery of  satan  and  protected  against  eternal 
death.  A  truly  wonderful  harmony  exists 
between  the  Old  and  the  New  Testament. 
Divine  wisdom  prepares  from  all  eternity  the 
course  of  our  salvation  and  in  due  time 
brings  it  to  completion  notwithstanding  the 
opposition  and  machinations  of  His  enemies. 
Let  us  adore  and  give  thanks  to  divine  Prov- 
idence. Let  us  give  thanks  for  God's  love  in 
our  redemption  and  remember  that  in  Holy 
Communion  we  eat  the  flesh  of  the  Lamb 
of  God. 

Exodus  12:1-11 

In  those  days,  the  Lord  said  to  Moses  and 
Aaron  in  the  land  of  Egypt:  This  month  shall 
be  to  you  the  beginning  of  months;  it  shall  be 
the  first  in  the  months  of  the  year.  Speak  ye  to 
the  whole  assembly  of  the  children  of  Israel  and 
say  to  them:  On  the  tenth  day  of  this  month 
let  every  man  take  a  lamb  by  their  families  and 
houses.   But  if  the  number  be  less  than  may 
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suffice  to  eat  the  lamb,  he  shall  take  unto  him 
his  neighbor  that  joineth  to  his  house,  according 
to  the  number  of  souls  which  may  be  enough 
to  eat  the  lamb.  And  it  shall  be  a  lamb  without 
blemish,  a  male  of  one  year;  according  to  which 
rite  also  you  shall  take  a  kid.  And  you  shall 
keep  it  until  the  fourteenth  day  of  this  month, 
and  the  whole  multitude  of  the  children  of 
Israel  shall  sacrifice  it  in  the  evening.  And  they 
shall  take  of  the  blood  thereof,  and  put  it  upon 
both  the  side-posts  and  upon  the  upper  door- 
posts of  the  houses,  wherein  they  shall  eat  it. 
And  they  shall  eat  the  flesh  that  night  roasted 
at  the  fire,  and  unleavened  bread,  with  wild 
lettuce.  You  shall  not  eat  thereof  anything  raw 
nor  boiled  in  water,  but  only  roasted  at  the  fire. 
You  shall  eat  the  head  with  the  feet  and  entrails 
thereof;  neither  shall  there  remain  anything  of 
it  until  morning.  If  there  shall  be  anything  left, 
you  shall  burn  it  with  fire.  And  thus  you  shall 
eat  it:  you  shall  gird  your  reins,  and  you  shall 
have  shoes  on  your  feet,  holding  staves  in  your 
hands,  and  you  shall  eat  in  haste.  For  this  is 
the  Phase  (that  is,  the  passage)  of  the  Lord. 

Second  Tract 

This  Tract  is  taken  from  the  139th  psalm, 
which  is  a  prayer  of  David  for  deliverance 
from  his  tribulations.  David  is  a  type  of  our 
Savior,  and  his  tribulations  and  prayers  fore- 
shadow the  sufferings  and  prayers  of  Jesus. 
This  present  psalm  is  comparable  to  the 
prayer  of  Jesus  in  the  garden  of  Gethsemani 
for  deliverance  from  the  dreadful  sufferings 
He  sees  approaching.  But  even  in  the  night 
of  sorrow  and  abandonment  His  hope  ^  is 
firmly  grounded  in  the  goodness  and  justice 
of  His  heavenly  Father. 
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Psalm  139:2-10,  14 

Deliver  me,  O  Lord,  from  the  evil  man; 
rescue  me  from  the  unjust  man.  Who  have  de- 
vised iniquity  in  their  hearts,  all  the  day  long 
they  have  designed  battles.  They  have  sharp- 
ened their  tongues  like  a  serpent;  the  venom 
of  asps  is  under  their  lips.  Keep  me,  O  Lord, 
from  the  hand  of  the  wicked,  and  from  the 
unjust  man  deliver  me.  Who  have  proposed  to 
supplant  my  steps;  the  proud  have  hidden  a  net 
for  me.  And  they  have  stretched  out  cords  for 
a  snare  for  my  feet;  they  have  laid  for  me  a 
stum/Dling-block  by  the  wayside.  I  said  to  the 
Lord:  Thou  art  my  God;  hear,  O  Lord,  the  voice 
of  my  supplication.  O  Lord,  O  Lord,  the  strength 
of  my  salvation,  overshadow  my  head  in  the  day 
of  battle.  Give  me  not  up  from  my  desire,  to 
the  wicked;  they  have  plotted  against  me.  Do 
not  Thou  forsake  me,  lest  at  any  time  they 
should  triumph.  The  head  of  them  compassing 
me  about;  the  labor  of  their  lips  shall  over- 
whelm them.  But  the  just  shall  give  glory  to 
Thy  name,  and  the  upright  shall  dwell  with 
Thy  countenance. 

The  Lamb  of  God 

THE  PASSION  —  FULFILMENT  OF  TYPE 

The  account  of  the  Passion  which  follows 
now  gives  us  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecies 
mentioned  before.  The  blood  of  the  Lamb 
of  God,  the  true  paschal  lamb,  was  shed  in 
reality  when  Jesus  suffered  and  died  on  the 
cross.  St.  John,  the  evangelist,  was  an  eye- 
witness of  the  things  he  records.  Character- 
istic of  St.  John,  the  beloved  disciple,  are 
three  facts  which  he  alone  records.  He  relates 
how  Jesus  hanging  on  the  cross  entrusted  His 
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holy  Mother  to  him,  henceforth  to  be  looked 
upon  and  treated  as  his  mother,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  directed  Mary  henceforth  to 
look  upon  John  as  her  son.  Likewise  St. 
John  alone  reports  that  our  Savior's  legs  were 
not  broken,  as  was  customary  with  crucified 
persons,  and  he  sees  in  this  fact  the  fulfilment 
of  the  type,  the  paschal  lamb,  regarding 
which  God  had  commanded  that  no  bone 
should  be  broken.  Lastly,  St.  John  records 
the  opening  of  the  side  of  Jesus,  which  so  to 
say  opened  for  us  the  door  to  the  Sacred 
Heart  of  Jesus.  Thus  St.  John  may  be  said 
to  be  the  first  apostle  of  the  devotion  to  the 
Sacred  Heart  of  Jesus. 

The  Passion  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  according 
to  John  (18,  1-40;  19,  1-42) 

Jesus  Arrested 

At  that  time  Jesus  went  forth  with  his  dis- 
ciples  beyond  the  torrent  of  Cedron,  where  there 
was  a  garden  into  which  he  and  his  disciples 
entered.  Now  Judas,  who  betrayed  him,  also 
knew  the  place,  since  Jesus  had  often  met  there 
together  with  his  disciples.  Judas,  then,  taking 
the  cohort,  and  attendants  from  the  chief  priests 
and  Pharisees,  came  there  with  lanterns,  and 
torches,  and  weapons. 

Jesus  therefore  knowing  all  that  was  to  come 
upon  him,  went  forth  and  said  to  them,  "Whom 
do  you  seek?"  They  answered  him,  "Jesus  of 
Nazareth."  Jesus  said  to  them,  "I  am  he."  Now 
Judas,  who  betrayed  him,  was  also  standing  with 
them.  When,  therefore,  he  said  to  them,  "I  am 
he,"  they  drew  back  and  fell  to  the  ground. 
So  he  asked  them  again,  "Whom  do  you  seek?" 
And  they  said,  "Jesus  of  Nazareth."  Jesus  an- 
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swered,  '1  have  told  you  that  I  am  he.  If, 
therefore,  you  seek  me,  let  these  go  their  way." 
That  the  word  which  he  said  might  be  fulfilled, 
"Of  those  whom  thou  hast  given  me,  I  have  not 
lost  one." 

Simon  Peter  therefore,  having  a  sword,  drew 
it  and  struck  the  servant  of  the  high  priest  and 
cut  off  his  right  ear.  Now  the  servant's  name 
was  Malchus.  Jesus  therefore  said  to  Peter, 
"Put  up  thy  sword  into  the  scabbard.  Shall  I 
not  drink  the  cup  that  the  Father  has  given  me?" 

The  cohort  therefore  and  the  tribune  and  the 
attendants  of  the  Jews  seized  Jesus  and  bound 
him.  And  they  brought  him  to  Annas  first,  for 
he  was  the  father-in-law  of  Caiphas,  who  was 
the  high  priest  that  year.  Now  it  was  Caiphas 
who  had  given  the  counsel  to  the  Jews  that  it 
was  expedient  that  one  man  should  die  for  the 
people. 

Peter's  Denial 

But  Simon  Peter  was  following  Jesus,  and  so 
was  another  disciple.  Now  that  disciple  was 
known  to  the  high  priest,  and  he  entered  with 
Jesus  into  the  courtyard  of  the  high  priest.  But 
Peter  was  standing  outside  at  the  gate.  So  the 
other  disciple,  who  was  known  to  the  high  priest, 
went  out  and  spoke  to  the  portress,  and  brought 
Peter  in. 

The  maid,  who  was  portress,  said  therefore  to 
Peter,  "Art  thou  also  one  of  this  man's  disci- 
ples?" He  said,  "I  am  not."  Now  the  servants 
and  attendants  were  standing  at  a  coal  fire  and 
warming  themselves,  for  it  was  cold.  And  Peter 
also  was  with  them,  standing  and  warming 
himself. 

The  high  priest  therefore  questioned  Jesus 
concerning  his  disciples,  and  concerning  his 
teaching.  Jesus  answered  him,  "I  have  spoken 
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openly  to  the  world;  I  have  always  taught  in  the 
synagogue  and  in  the  temple,  where  all  the  Jews 
gather,  and  in  secret  I  have  said  nothing.  Why 
dost  thou  question  me?  Question  those  who 
have  heard  what  I  spoke  to  them;  behold,  these 
know  what  I  have  said." 

Now  when  he  had  said  these  things,  one  of 
the  attendants  who  was  standing  by  struck 
Jesus  a  blow,  saying,  "Is  that  the  way  thou  dost 
answer  the  high  priest?"  Jesus  answered  him, 
"If  I  have  spoken  ill,  bear  witness  to  the  evil; 
but  if  well,  why  dost  thou  strike  me?" 

And  Annas  sent  him  bound  to  Caiphas,  the 
high  priest. 

But  Simon  Peter  was  standing  and  warming 
himself.  They  therefore  said  to  him,  "Art  thou 
also  one  of  his  disciples?"  He  denied  it,  and 
said,  "I  am  not."  One  of  the  servants  of  the 
high  priest,  a  relative  of  him  whose  ear  Peter 
had  cut  off,  said,  "Did  I  not  see  thee  in  the 
garden  with  him?"  Again,  therefore,  Peter  de- 
nied it;  and  at  that  moment  a  cock  crowed. 

Jesus  before  Pilate 

They  therefore  led  Jesus  from  Caiphas  to  the 
praetorium.  Now  it  was  early  morning,  and 
they  themselves  did  not  enter  the  praetorium, 
that  they  might  not  be  defiled,  but  might  eat 
the  passover. 

Pilate  therefore  went  outside  to  them,  and 
said,  "What  accusation  do  you  bring  against  this 
man?"  They  said  to  him  in  answer,  "If  he  were 
not  a  criminal  we  should  not  have  handed  him 
over  to  thee."  Pilate  therefore  said  to  them, 
"Take  him  yourselves,  and  judge  him  according 
to  your  law."  The  Jews,  then,  said  to  him,  "It 
is  not  lawful  for  us  to  put  anyone  to  death." 
That  the  word  of  Jesus  might  be  fulfilled  which 
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he  said,  signifying  by  what  death  he  was  to  die. 

Pilate  therefore  again  entered  into  the  prae- 
toriurn,  and  he  summoned  Jesus,  and  said  to 
him,  "Art  thou  the  king  of  the  Jews?"  Jesus 
answered,  "Dost  thou  say  this  of  thyself,  or  have 
others  told  thee  of  me?"  Pilate  answered,  "Am 
I  a  Jew?  Thy  own  people  and  the  chief  priests 
have  delivered  thee  to  me.  What  hast  thou 
done?"  Jesus  answered,  "My  kingdom  is  not  of 
this  world.  If  my  kingdom  were  of  this  world, 
my  followers  would  have  fought  that  I  might 
not  be  delivered  to  the  Jews.  But,  as  it  is,  my 
kingdom  is  not  from  here."  Pilate  therefore  said 
to  him,  "Thou  art  then  a  king?"  Jesus  answered, 
"Thou  sayest  it;  I  am  a  king.  This  is  why  I 
was  born,  and  why  I  have  come  into  the  world, 
to  bear  witness  to  the  truth.  Everyone  who  is 
of  the  truth  hears  my  voice."  Pilate  said  to  him, 
"What  is  truth?" 

And  when  he  had  said  this,  he  went  outside 
to  the  Jews  again,  and  said  to  them,  "I  find  no 
guilt  in  him.  But  you  have  a  custom  that  I 
should  release  someone  to  you  at  the  Passover. 
Do  you  wish,  therefore,  that  I  release  to  you 
the  king  of  the  Jews?"  They  all  therefore  cried 
out  again,  "Not  this  man,  but  Barabbas!"  Now 
Barabbas  was  a  robber. 

The  Scourgingr  and  Crowning 

Pilate,  then,  took  Jesus  and  had  him  scourged. 
And  the  soldiers,  plaiting  a  crown  of  thorns,  put 
it  upon  his  head,  and  arrayed  him  in  a  purple 
cloak.  And  they  kept  coming  to  him  and  saying, 
"Hail,  King  of  the  Jews!"  and  striking  him. 

Pilate  therefore  again  went  outside  and  said 
to  them,  "Behold,  I  bring  him  out  to  you,  that 
you  may  know  that  I  find  no  guilt  in  him." 
Jesus  therefore  came  forth,  wearing  the  crown 
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of  thorns  and  the  purple  cloak.  And  he  said  to 
them,  "Behold  the  man!"  When,  therefore,  the 
chief  priests  and  the  attendants  saw  him,  they 
cried  out,  saying,  "Crucify  him!  Crucify  him!" 
Pilate  said  to  them,  "Take  him  yourselves  and 
crucify  him,  for  I  find  no  guilt  in  him."  The 
Jews  answered  him,  "We  have  a  Law,  and  ac- 
cording to  that  Law  he  must  die,  because  he  has 
made  himself  Son  of  God." 

Now  when  Pilate  heard  this  statement,  he 
feared  the  more.  And  he  again  went  back  into 
the  praetorium,  and  said  to  Jesus,  "Where  art 
thou  from?"  But  Jesus  gave  him  no  answer. 
Pilate  therefore  said  to  him,  "Dost  thou  not 
speak  to  me?  Dost  thou  not  know  that  I  have 
power  to  crucify  thee,  and  that  I  have  power 
to  release  thee?"  Jesus  answered,  "Thou  wouldst 
have  no  power  at  all  over  me  were  it  not  given 
thee  from  above.  Therefore,  he  who  betrayed 
me  to  thee  has  the  greater  sin." 

And  from  then  on  Pilate  was  looking  for  a 
way  to  release  him.  But  the  Jews  cried  out, 
saying,  "If  thou  release  this  man,  thou  art  no 
friend  of  Caesar;  for  everyone  who  makes  him- 
self king  sets  himself  against  Caesar." 

Pilate  therefore,  when  he  heard  these  words, 
brought  Jesus  outside,  and  sat  down  on  the 
judgment-seat,  at  a  place  called  Lithostrotos, 
but  in  Hebrew,  Gabbatha.  Now  it  was  the 
Preparation  Day  for  the  Passover,  about  the 
sixth  hour.  And  he  said  to  the  Jews,  "Behold 
your  king!"  But  they  cried  out,  "Away  with 
him!  Away  with  him!  Crucify  him!"  Pilate  said 
to  them,  "Shall  I  crucify  your  king?"  The  chief 
priests  answered,  "We  have  no  king  but  Caesar." 
Then  he  handed  him  over  to  them  to  be  cruci- 
fied. And  so  they  took  Jesus  and  led  him  away. 
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The  Crucifixion 

And  bearing  the  cross  for  himself,  he  went 
forth  to  the  place  called  the  Skull,  in  Hebrew, 
Golgotha,  where  they  crucified  him,  and  with 
him  two  others,  one  on  each  side  and  Jesus  in 
the  center. 

And  Pilate  also  wrote  an  inscription  and  had 
it  put  on  the  cross.  And  there  was  written, 
"Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the  King  of  the  Jews."  Many 
of  the  Jews  therefore  read  this  inscription,  be- 
cause the  place  where  Jesus  was  crucified  was 
near  the  city;  and  it  was  written  in  Hebrew,  in 
Greek  and  in  Latin.  The  chief  priests  of  the 
Jews  said  therefore  to  Pilate,  "Do  not  write, 
'The  King  of  the  Jews,'  but,  'He  said,  I  am  the 
King  of  the  Jews.'  "  Pilate  answered,  "What  I 
have  written,  I  have  written." 

The  soldiers  therefore,  when  they  had  cru- 
cified him,  took  his  garments  and  made  of  them 
four  parts,  to  each  soldier  a  part,  and  also  the 
tunic.  Now  the  tunic  was  without  seam,  woven 
in  one  piece  from  the  top.  They  therefore  said 
to  one  another,  "Let  us  not  tear  it,  but  let  us 
cast  lots  for  it,  to  see  whose  it  shall  be."  That 
the  Scripture  might  be  fulfilled  which  says, 
"They  divided  my  garments  among  them;  and 
for  my  vesture  they  cast  lots."  These  things 
therefore  the  soldiers  did. 

The  Death  of  Jesus 

Now  there  were  standing  by  the  cross  of 
Jesus  his  mother  and  his  mother's  sister,  Mary 
of  Cleophas,  and  Mary  Magdalene.  When  Jesus, 
therefore,  saw  his  mother  and  the  disciple 
standing  by,  whom  he  loved,  he  said  to  his 
mother,  "Woman,  behold  thy  son."  Then  he 
said  to  the  disciple,  "Behold  thy  mother."  And 
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from  that  hour  the  disciple  took  her  into  his 
home. 

After  this  Jesus,  knowing  that  all  things  were 
now  accomplished,  that  the  Scripture  might  be 
fulfilled,  said,  thirst."  Now  there  was  stand- 
ing there  a  vessel  full  of  common  wine;  and 
having  put  a  sponge  soaked  with  the  wine  on 
a  stalk  of  h^'-ssop,  they  put  it  to  his  mouth. 
Therefore,  when  Jesus  had  taken  the  wine,  he 
said,  "It  is  consummated!"  And  bowing  his 
head,  he  gave  up  his  spirit. 

Here  all  kneel  for  a  while  and  reflect  on 
the  death  of  our  Lord. 

The  Piercing  of  the  Heart  of  Jesus 

The  Jews  therefore,  since  it  was  the  Prepara- 
tion Day,  in  order  that  the  bodies  might  not 
remain  upon  the  cross  on  the  Sabbath  (for  that 
Sabbath  was  a  solemn  day),  besought  Pilate 
that  their  legs  might  be  broken,  and  that  they 
might  be  taken  away.  The  soldiers  therefore 
came  and  broke  the  legs  of  the  first,  and  of  the 
other,  who  had  been  crucified  with  him.  But 
when  they  came  to  Jesus,  and  saw  that  he  was 
already  dead,  they  did  not  break  his  legs;  but 
one  of  the  soldiers  opened  his  side  with  a  lance, 
and  immediately  there  came  out  blood  and  water. 

And  he  who  saw  it  has  borne  witness,  and 
his  witness  is  true;  and  he  knows  that  he  tells 
the  truth,  that  you  also  may  believe.  For  these 
things  came  to  pass  that  the  Scripture  might  be 
fulfilled,  "Not  a  bone  of  him  shall  you  break." 
And  again  another  Scripture  says,  "They  shall 
look  upon  him  whom  they  have  pierced." 

The  last  part  of  the  Passion  relating  the 
burial  of  Jesus  is  treated  as  the  Gospel  of  the 
day.  The  priest  recites  the  usual  preparatory 
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prayer:  ''Cleanse  my  heart  and  my  lips,  O 
almighty  God,  who  didst  cleanse  with  a 
burning  coal  the  lips  of  the  prophet  Isaias; 
and  vouchsafe  in  Thy  loving  kindness  so  to 
purify  me  that  I  may  worthily  announce 
Thy  holy  Gospel,  Through  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen/'  The  Passion  is  then  sung  to  the  end 
in  the  gospel  tone;  but  incense  and  candles 
are  not  used  and  the  book  is  not  kissed  at 
the  end. 

The  Burial 

Now  after  these  things  Joseph  of  Arima- 
thea,  because  he  was  a  disciple  of  Jesus 
(although  for  fear  of  the  Jews  a  secret  one), 
besought  Pilate  that  he  might  take  away  the 
body  of  Jesus.  And  Pilate  gave  permission. 
He  came,  therefore,  and  took  away  the  body 
of  Jesus.  And  there  also  came  Nicodemus 
(who  at  first  had  come  to  Jesus  by  night), 
bringing  a  mixture  of  myrrh  and  aloes,  in 
weight  about  a  hundred  pounds.  They 
therefore  took  the  body  of  Jesus  and  wrapped 
it  in  linen  cloths  with  the  spices,  after  the 
Jewish  manner  of  preparing  for  burial.  Now 
in  the  place  where  He  was  crucified  there  was 
a  garden,  and  in  the  garden  a  new  tomb  in 
which  no  one  had  yet  been  laid.  There,  ac- 
cordingly, because  of  the  Preparation  Day  of 
the  Jews,  for  the  tomb  was  close  at  hand, 
they  laid  Jesus. 

Laus  tibi  Christe  Praise  be  to  Thee,  O 

Christ 

Supplications 

The  so-called  supplications  or  intercessory 
prayers  have  preserved  the  ancient  rite  of  the 
Mass  and  thus  are  witnesses  to  the  antiquity 
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of  the  Good  Friday  liturgy.  Since  on  this  day 
Jesus  offered  the  great  sacrifice  of  our  redemp- 
tion, and  since  this  sacrifice  is  the  source  of 
all  grace  and  blessing  ever  dispensed  to  men, 
Good  Friday  is  above  all  a  day  of  grateful 
reflection  on  the  Passion  of  our  Lord  and  of 
trustful  prayer  for  the  blessings  of  redemp- 
tion. These  supplications  are  distinguished 
by  the  universality  of  their  petitions.  Prayers 
are  said  for  the  whole  Church,  for  the  clergy, 
for  the  faithful,  for  catechumens,  for  de- 
liverance from  evils  that  might  interfere  with 
our  salvation;  likewise  we  pray  for  those 
who  are  not  members  of  the  Church,  for 
heretics  and  schismatics,  for  Jews  and  pagans. 
May  all  find  their  way  to  the  Savior  of  the 
world  and  draw  from  the  fountains  of  sal- 
vation in  the  gladness  of  their  hearts.  For 
this  is  the  will  of  God  and  the  purpose  of 
our  Savior's  death,  that  all  men  should  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  and  be  saved. 
May  the  day,  on  which  Christ's  love  for 
men  reached  its  climax,  enkindle  also  in  our 
hearts  a  generous  love  of  our  neighbor  and 
interest  in  his  spiritual  welfare. 

FOR  THE  CHURCH 

Let  us  pray,  dearly  beloved,  for  God's 
holy  Church,  that  our  Lord  and  God  niay 
grant  her  peace,  unity,  and  protection 
throughout  the  world,  subjecting  to  her 
states  and  governments;  and  may  He  grant 
unto  us  to  live  in  peace  and  security  and  to 
glorify  God,  the  Father  Almighty. 

Oremus  Let  us  pray 

Flectamus  genua  Let  us  kneel 

Levate  Arise 


22 


Almighty,  eternal  God,  who  in  Christ  hast 
revealed  Thy  glory,  to  all  nations,  watch 
over  the  works  of  Thy  mercy  so  that  Thy 
Church,  spread  throughout  the  world,  may 
persevere  in  the  confession  of  Thy  name  with 
unwavering  faith.  Through  the  same  Jesus 
Christ,  our  Lord,  Thy  Son,  who  lives  and 
reigns  with  Thee  in  the  unity  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  God,  forever  and  ever. 

Amen. 

FOR  THE  POPE 

Let  us  also  pray  for  our  Most  Holy  Father 
N.,  that  our  God  and  Lord,  who  has  chosen 
him  from  the  order  of  bishops,  keep  him  in 
health  and  safety  for  His  holy  Church,  that 
he  may  govern  the  holy  people  of  God. 

Oremus  Let  us  pray 

Flectamus  genua  Let  us  kneel 

Levate  Arise 

Almighty,  eternal  God,  in  whose  will  all 
things  have  their  foundation,  graciously 
listen  to  our  prayers;  protect  in  Thy  kind- 
ness the  shepherd  whom  Thou  hast  chosen 
for  us.  And  may  the  Christian  people, 
governed  in  virtue  of  Thy  authority  by  so 
great  a  Pontiff,  be  enriched  by  the  merits  of 
their  faith.  Through  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord, 
Thy  Son,  who  lives  and  reigns  with  Thee 
in  the  unity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  God,  forever 
and  ever. 

Amen. 

FOR  CLERGY  AND  PEOPLE 

Let  us  also  pray  for  all  bishops,  priests, 
deacons,  subdeacons,  acolytes,  exorcists,  lec- 
tors, porters,  confessors,  virgins,  widows  and 
the  entire  holy  people  of  God. 
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Oremus 

Flectamus  genua 
Levate 


Let  us  pray 
Let  us  kneel 
Arise 


Almighty,  eternal  God,  by  whose  Spirit 
the  whole  body  of  the  Church  is  sanctified 
and  governed,  hear  jur  prayers  for  all  her 
orders;  may,  through  the  help  of  Thy  grace, 
faithful  service  be  rendered  to  Thee  by  all, 
whatever  be  their  station.  Through  Jesus 
Christ,  our  Lord,  Thy  Son,  who  lives  and 
reigns  with  Thee  in  the  unity  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  God,  forever  and  ever. 

Amen. 


Let  us  also  pray  for  our  catechumens. 
May  our  Lord  and  God  open  their  minds 
and  make  them  understand;  open  to  them 
the  gate  of  mercy,  so  that  through  the  laver 
of  regeneration  they  too  may  obtain  forgive- 
ness of  their  sins  and  be  incorporated  into 
Christ  our  Lord. 

Oremus  Let  us  pray 

Flectamus  genua  Let  us  kneel 

Levate  Arise 

Almighty,  eternal  God,  Thou  dost  make 
Thy  Church  fruitful  so  that  at  all  times  she 
may  bring  forth  new  children;  increase  the 
faith  and  understanding  of  our  catechumens 
so  that,  born  to  a  new  life  in  the  font  of 
baptism,  they  may  be  joined  to  the  number 
of  Thy  adopted  children.  Through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord,  Thy  Son,  who  lives  and 
reigns  with  Thee  in  the  unity  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  God,  forever  and  ever. 

Amen. 


FOR  CATECHUMENS 
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FOR  DELIVERANCE  FROM  EVIL 


Let  us  pray,  dearly  beloved,  to  God,  the 
Father  Almighty  that  He  may  purge  the 
world  of  all  errors,  banish  diseases,  keep 
famine  away,  open  prisons,  burst  asunder 
chains,  grant  safe  return  to  strangers  abroad, 
health  to  the  sick,  a  haven  of  safety  to  those 
at  sea. 

Oremus  Let  us  pray 

Flectamus  genua  Let  us  kneel 

Levate  Arise 

Almighty,  eternal  God,  consolation  of 
those  with  heavy  heart,  strength  of  them  that 
labor;  listen  to  the  prayers  of  them  that  cry 
to  Thee  from  whatever  tribulation  it  may 
be;  let  them  all  experience  the  joy  to  know 
that  Thy  mercy  was  with  them  in  their 
needs.  Through  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord,  Thy 
Son,  who  lives  and  reigns  with  Thee  in  the 
unity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  God,  forever  and 
ever. 

Amen. 


FOR  HERETICS  AND  SCHISMATICS 

Let  us  also  pray  for  heretics  and  schis- 
matics, that  our  Lord  and  God  may  deliver 
them  from  all  errors  and  deign  to  call  them 
back  to  the  holy  mother,  the  Catholic  and 
Apostolic  Church. 

Oremus  Let  us  pray 

Flectamus  genua  Let  us  kneel 

Levate  Arise 

Almighty,  eternal  God,  salvation  of  all 
men.  Thou  wiliest  not  that  any  man  should 
perish;  look  down  upon  the  souls  deceived 
by  Satan's  fraud,  that  rid  of  all  corruption 
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of  heresy,  their  erring  hearts  become  wise 
again  and  return  to  the  unity  of  Thy  truth. 
Through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  Thy  Son, 
who  lives  and  reigns  with  Thee  in  the  unity 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  God,  forever  and  ever. 
Amen. 

FOR  JEWS 

Let  us  also  pray  for  the  unbelieving  Jews 
that  our  God  and  Lord  may  lift  the  veil 
from  their  hearts,  and  they  too  may  believe 
in  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord. 

Almighty,  eternal  God,  Thou  dost  not 
exclude  from  Thy  mercy  even  Jewish  un- 
belief; hear  our  prayers  which  we  pour  forth 
for  that  blinded  people,  that  they  may  see 
the  light  of  Thy  truth,  which  is  Christ,  and 
be  delivered  from  their  darkness.  Through 
the  same  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  Thy  Son, 
who  lives  and  reigns  with  Thee  in  the  unity 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  God,  forever  and  ever. 

Amen. 

FOR  PAGANS 

Let  us  also  pray  for  the  pagans  that  Al- 
mighty God  may  take  away  the  iniquity  of 
their  hearts,  so  that,  abandoning  their  idols, 
they  may  be  converted  to  the  living  and  true 
God  and  His  only  Son  Jesus  Christ,  our 
God  and  Lord. 

Oremus  Let  us  pray 

Flectamus  genua  Let  us  kneel 

Levate  Arise 

Almighty,  eternal  God,  Thou  dost  ever 
seek  not  the  death  of  sinners  but  their  life; 
accept  in  mercy  our  prayer;  deliver  the  pagans 
from  the  worship  of  idols  and  join  them  to 
Thy  Church  for  the  praise  and  glory  of  Thy 
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name.  Through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  Thy 
Son,  who  lives  and  reigns  with  Thee  in  the 
unity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  God,  forever  and 
ever. 
Amen. 

Veneration  of  the  Cross 

UNVEILING 

The  veneration  of  the  cross  is  the  climax 
of  the  Good  Friday  liturgy.  In  three  succes- 
sive stages  the  cross,  that  has  been  veiled 
since  Passion  Sunday,  is  unveiled.  First  the 
top,  showing  the  inscription,  then  the  right 
arm  and,  last,  the  whole  crucifix.  The  first 
is  done  on  the  jfloor  of  the  sanctuary  next  to 
the  epistle  side,  the  second  on  the  altar  plat- 
form at  the  corner  of  the  epistle  side,  the 
third  in  the  middle  of  the  altar.  Each  time 
the  celebrant  raises  the  cross  a  little  higher 
and  sings,  each  time  on  a  higher  note: 

Ecce  ligmum  crucis,  Behold  the  wood  of  the 
in  quo  salus  mundi  cross,  on  which  has 
pependit.  hung  the  salvation  of 

the  world. 

The  people  or  the  choir  answer: 
Venite  adoremus.  Come,  let  us  adore. 

At  these  words  all  genuflect,  except  the 
celebrant  holding  the  cross. 

CROSS  AND  SIN 

So  we  are  invited  to  look  at,  to  con- 
template the  cross.  It  is  the  instrument  of 
torture  used  in  ancient  times  for  the  execu- 
tion of  criminals.  Crucifixion  was  the  most 
painful  death  penalty  and  to  suffer  it  was 
considered  such  a  disgrace,  that  the  Roman 
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law  forbade  its  application  in  the  case  of  a 
Roman  citizen.  Among  the  Jews  the  attitude 
towards  this  punishment  was  expressed  in 
the  provision  of  the  law,  "Cursed  is  every 
one  that  hangeth  on  a  tree"  (Deut.  21:23). 
In  the  pain  and  shame  of  Christ's  death  we 
can  discover  the  malice  of  sin  and  the  depth 
of  degradation  from  which  we  were  saved. 
The  Son  of  the  Most  High  God,  the  King 
of  glory  has,  according  to  the  words  of  the 
prophet,  become  the  outcast  of  men,  has  been 
reduced  to  a  condition  comparable  to  that  of 
a  worm  trodden  upon  by  the  feet  of  men 
in  order  to  atone  for  the  pride  of  men.  The 
nails  in  His  hands  and  feet  tell  in  their 
excruciating  pain  of  the  disobedience  of  man, 
that  set  aside  and  defied  the  will  of  God  to 
go  its  own  way.  The  body  lacerated  by  the 
scourging,  the  mouth  parched  with  thirst, 
atone  for  the  pleasures  derived  from  the 
gratification  of  sensual  passions  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  pure  joys,  promised  to  those  who 
live  according  to  the  spirit.  The  agony  of 
the  Savior's  abandonment  is  made  up  of  the 
bitterness  of  all  hearts  that  separated  them- 
selves from  God  by  sin  and  found  out  that 
it  is  a  bitter  and  an  evil  thing  to  have  for- 
saken the  Lord.  Jesus  has  become  our  peace 
and  reconciliation.  There  on  the  cross  He  is 
the  Salvation  of  the  world.  O  come,  let  us 
adore. 

ADORATION  OF  THE  CROSS 

The  unveiling  of  the  cross  is  followed  by 
the  so-called  adoration.  The  priest  carries 
the  cross  to  a  place  prepared  somewhere  near 
the  communion  rail.  Returning  to  the  epistle 
side  he  takes  off  his  shoes  and  then  he  and 
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the  sacred  ministers,  and  of  the  servers  and 
people  as  many  as  time  and  place  will  allow, 
approach  the  cross,  genuflecting  three  times 
on  both  knees,  and  after  the  third  genuflec- 
tion kissing  the  crucifix. 

This  ceremony  is  not  an  act  of  adoration 
in  the  strict  sense,  since  this  can  be  rendered 
only  to  God,  but  it  is  an  act  of  profound 
veneration.  Such  adoration  is  rendered  in  the 
first  place  to  the  true  cross  on  which  Jesus 
died  and  to  relics  of  the  same,  then  also  to 
every  crucifix. 

Whilst  we  perform  this  beautiful  ceremony 
let  us  turn  our  thoughts  and  hearts  to  Him 
who  died  on  the  cross  for  our  salvation, 
thank  Him  for  His  most  generous  love,  offer 
ourselves  to  Him  with  body  and  soul,  hence- 
forth to  live  only  for  Him. 

THE  REPROACHES  ♦ 

Whilst  the  adoration  of  the  cross  takes 
place  some  or  all  of  the  so-called  reproaches 
are  sung  or  recited.  These  reproaches  are 
heart-stirring  remonstrances  addressed  to  the 
Jewish  people,  contrasting  the  love  which 
God  had  manifested  in  their  regard  through- 
out their  history  with  their  ingratitude, 
especially  with  the  ignominies  and  cruelties 
inflicted  upon  Jesus  during  the  Passion.  But 
these  reproaches,  although  addressed  to  the 
Jews  and  referring  to  typical  events  of  the 
Old  Testament,  are  not  meant  for  the  Jewish 
nation  only,  nor  for  the  Jews  of  our  times 
scattered  all  over  the  globe  and  not  present 
at  these  services;  the  history  of  the  Jews  as 
well  as  their  conduct  is  in  large  measure 
typical  of  the  chosen  people  of  the  New 
Testament,  the  history  and  conduct  of  every 
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individual  sinner.  It  is  for  the  latter  that 
these  reproaches  are  meant.  It  is  not  hard  to 
find  in  the  sins  of  the  Christian  the  counter- 
part of  the  things  mentioned  in  the  re- 
proaches. 

Historical  Events 

The  principal  historical  facts  alluded  to 
in  the  reproaches  should  be  briefly  recalled. 
The  Jews  in  Egypt  lived  in  a  condition  of 
.practical  slavery.  In  due  time  God  sent  them 
a  leader  in  the  person  of  Moses,  who  was  to 
deliver  them  from  the  oppression  of  the 
Egyptians  and  lead  them  into  the  land  which 
God  had  promised  to  Abraham.  Pharaoh 
at  first  refused  to  let  the  Israelites  depart  and 
God  sent  the  ten  plagues.  The  last  of  the 
plagues  was  the  death  of  the  first-born  sons 
of  the  Egyptians  and  it  broke  the  resistance 
of  Pharaoh.  The  Israelites  were  allowed  to 
depart;  soon,  however,  the  king  felt  sorry 
for  what  he  had  done  and  sent  his  army  to 
bring  them  back.  God  saved  the  Israelites  in 
a  miraculous  manner.  A  dense  cloud  arose 
between  the  Egyptians  and  the  Israelites, 
spreading  darkness  toward  the  Egyptians  and 
light  toward  the  Israelites.  Then  God  pre- 
pared for  His  people  a  dry  path  through  the 
receding  waters  of  the  Red  Sea.  The  next 
day,  as  the  Egyptians  followed  the  Israelites 
through  the  same  passage,  the  waters  returned 
and  drowned  the  Egyptians.  Throughout 
their  wanderings  in  the  desert  God  led  His 
people  by  means  of  a  pillar  of  cloud.  He  fed 
them  with  the  miraculous  manna,  gave  them 
water  out  of  a  rock.  When  at  last  the  time 
had  come  for  entering  Palestine,  the  walls 
of  Jericho  collapsed  at  the  sound  of  the 


30 


Levites'  trumpets  and  the  victorious  Israelites 
settled  in  the  country.  God  made  the  people 
a  great  nation,  that  was  distinguished  in 
particular  by  the  knowledge  of  the  one  true 
God  and  their  temple  worship,  ordained  in 
detail  by  God  Himself.  Thus  the  people  be- 
came the  type  of  the  Catholic  Church,  the 
world-embracing  kingdom  of  Christ. 

Christian  Counterpart 

All  these  historical  facts  are  typical.  The 
passage  through  the  Red  Sea  is  the  type  of 
baptism,  by  which  the  Christian  is  delivered 
from  the  slavery  of  satan  and  sets  out  on  his 
journey  to  the  promised  land  of  heaven.  This 
world  may  aptly  be  called  a  desert,  void  and 
barren  as  it  is  of  anything  supernatural.  But 
throughout  his  life  the  Christian  is  guided 
by  the  light  of  faith  and  the  infallible  teach- 
ing office  of  the  Church;  he  is  fed  with  the 
true  heavenly  manna  in  Holy  Communion, 
his  thirst  for  God  is  quenched  by  the  waters 
of  grace  that  issue  from  the  other  sacraments 
and  especially  from  the  holy  sacrifice  of  the 
Mass.  God's  grace  is  always  at  hand  to  pro- 
tect and  assist  him  against  the  enemies  of 
salvation  and  all  dangers.  The  dignity, 
which  God  bestowed  upon  the  Christian,  is 
beyond  all  comprehension.  Through  grace 
he  becomes  a  partaker  in  the  divine  nature, 
a  child  of  God,  and  heir  of  heaven.  And 
that  heavenly  inheritance  of  the  children  of 
God  is  eternal  glory,  peace,  and  joy.  God 
Himself  is  their  inheritance  exceedingly  great. 

ANSWER  ME 

The  ingratitude  of  the  Jews  reaches  its 
climax  in  the  manner  in  which  they  treated 
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Jesus  during  His  passion.  But  according  to 
St.  Paul  every  sinner  crucifies  Jesus  anew  by 
his  sins.  It  was  not  only  because  of  the  sins 
of  the  Jews  that  Jesus  suffered,  but  also  be- 
cause of  ours  and  the  sins  of  the  whole  world. 

Bearing  the  above  in  mind  it  will  not  be 
hard  to  sense  the  impact  of  the  reproaches 
and  to  feel  the  overwhelming,  crushing  shame 
and  sorrow  that  is  expressed  in  the  cry  for 
mercy  following  the  first  three  reproaches. 

Reproach: 

O  My  people,  what  have  I  done  to  thee,  or  in 
what  have  I  grieved  thee?    Answer  me! 

Because  I  led  thee  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt, 
thou  hast  prepared  a  cross  for  thy  Savior. 


Answer: 
Agios  O  Theos 
Sanctus  Deus. 
Agios  ischyros 
Sanctus  fortis. 
Agios  athanatos,  elei- 

son  imas 
Sanctus  immortalis, 

miserere  nobis. 


O  holy  God. 

O  holy,  strong  One. 

O  holy,  immortal  One, 
have  mercy  on  us. 


Reproach : 

Because  I  led  thee  through  the  desert  for 
forty  years,  fed  thee  with  manna,  and  brought 
thee  into  a  land  exceedingly  good,  thou  hast 
prepared  a  cross  for  thy  Savior. 


Answer: 
Agios  O  Theos 
Sanctus  Deus. 
Agios  ischyros 
Sanctus  fortis. 


O  holy  God. 

O  holy,  strong  One. 
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Agios  athanatos,  elei-     O  holy,  immortal  One. 

son  imas  have  mercy  on  us. 

Sanctus  immortalis, 

miserere  nobis. 


Reproach: 

What  else  should  I  have  done  to  thee  and  did 
not  do?  I  planted  thee  as  My  vineyard  exceed- 
ingly fair,  but  thou  hast  become  unspeakably 
bitter  to  Me;  for  thou  hast  given  Me  vinegar  to 
drink  in  My  thirst  and  with  a  lance  thou  hast 
pierced  thy  Savior's  side. 


Answer: 
Agios  O  Theos 
Sanctus  Deus. 
Agios  ischyros 
Sanctus  fortis. 
Agios  athanatos,  elei- 

son  imas 
Sanctus  immortalis, 

miserere  nobis. 


O  holy  God. 

O  holy,  strong  One. 

O  holy,  immortal  One, 
have  mercy  on  us. 


Reproach: 

For  thy  sake  I  struck  Egypt  with  a  scourge 
as  it  were  in  the  death  of  their  first-born,  and 
thou  hast  delivered  Me  that  I  should  be  scourged. 

O  My  people,  what  have  I  done  to  thee,  or  in 
what  have  I  grieved  thee?    Answ^er  me! 


I  led  thee  out  of  Egypt  and  drowned  Pharaoh 
in  the  Red  Sea,  and  thou  hast  handed  Me  over 
to  the  high  priests. 

O  My  people,  what  have  I  done  to  thee,  or  in 
what  have  I  grieved  thee?    Answer  me  I 


I  opened  for  thee  a  passage  through  the  Red 
Sea  and  thou  hast  opened  My  side  with  a  lance. 


33 


0  My  people,  what  have  I  done  to  thee,  or  in 
what  have  I  grieved  thee?    Answer  me! 

1  went  before  thee  in  a  pillar  of  cloud  and 
thou  hast  led  Me  to  Pilate's  judgment  hall. 

0  My  people,  what  have  I  done  to  thee,  or  in 
what  have  I  grieved  thee?    Answer  me! 

1  have  fed  thee  with  manna  in  the  desert  and 
thou  hast  slapped  My  face  and  scourged  My 
body. 

O  My  people,  what  have  I  done  to  thee,  or  in 
what  have  I  grieved  thee?    Answer  me! 

Out  of  a  rock  I  gave  thee  to  drink  water 
that  saved  thee  from  death,  and  thou  hast  given 
Me  gall  and  vinegar  to  drink. 

O  My  people,  what  have  I  done  to  thee,  or  in 
what  have  I  grieved  thee?    Answer  me! 

For  thy  sake  I  put  to  flight  the  kings  of  the 
Chanaanites,  and  thou  hast  struck  My  head 
with  a  reed. 

0  My  people,  what  have  I  done  to  thee,  or  in 
what  have  I  grieved  thee?    Answer  me! 

1  gave  thee  a  royal  sceptre  and  thou  hast 
crowned  Me  with  thorns. 

0  My  people,  what  have  I  done  to  thee,  or  in 
what  have  I  grieved  thee?    Answer  me! 

1  have  lifted  thee  up  with  great  power,  and 
thou  hast  hung  Me  on  the  gibbet  of  the  cross. 

O  My  people,  what  have  I  done  to  thee,  or  in 
what  have  I  grieved  thee?    Answer  Me! 

RAYS  OF  EASTER 

The  sacred  rites  of  holy  Church  never  end 
in  unmitigated  gloom  and  sorrow.  Even  on 
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Good  Friday,  during  the  night  of  Calvary, 
she  directs  our  thoughts  to  the  first  rays  of 
Easter  morning  that  appear  on  the  distant 
horizon.  She  closes  the  reproaches  with  a 
note  of  hope  and  joy  in  the  following  anti- 
phon  and  hymn. 


Crucem  tuam  adora- 
mus  Domine,  et  sanc- 
tam  resurrectionem  tu- 
am laudamus  et  glori- 
ficamus.  Ecce  enim, 
propter  ligmum  venit 
graudium  in  universe 
mundo. 

Deus  misereatur  nos- 
tri  et  benedicat  nobis; 
illuminet  vultum  suum 
super  nos  et  miserea- 
tur nostri. 

Crucem  tuam  . . . 

Crux  fidelis,  inter  om- 
nes 

Arbor  una  nobilis: 

Nulla  silva  talem  pro- 
fert, 

Fronde,  flora,  germine. 

Dulce   lignum,  dulces 

clavos, 
Dulce  pondus  sustinet. 

Pange,  lingua,  gloriosi 
Lauream  certaminis. 


We  adore  Thy  cross, 
O  Lord,  and  we  praise 
and  glorify  Thy  holy 
Resurrection.  For,  be- 
hold, by  a  tree  joy  has 
come  to  all  the  world. 

May  God  have  mer- 
cy on  us  and  bless  us; 
may  the  light  of  love 
shine  upon  us  from 
His  face  and  may  He 
grant  us  mercy. 

We  adore  Thy  cross... 

Faithful  cross,  O  tree 

all  beauteous. 
Tree  all  peerless  and 

divine, 
Not  a  grove  on  earth 

can  show  us 
Such  a  flower  and  leaf 

as  thine. 
Sweet   the  nails  and 

sweet  the  wood, 
Laden  with  so  sweet  a 

load. 

Sing  my  tongue,  the 

Savior's  glory. 
Tell  His  triumph  far 

and  wide; 


35 


Et   super   crucis  tro- 
phaeo 

Die  triumphum  nobi- 
lem: 

Qualiter  Redemptor 

orbis 
Immolatus  vicerit. 

Crux  fidelis,  etc.,  down 
to  Dulce  lignum. 

De  parentis  protoplasti 

Fraude  factor  condo- 
lens, 

Quando  pomi  noxialis 

In  necem  morsu  ruit: 

Ipse  lignum  tunc  nota- 
vit, 

Damna  ligni  ut  solve- 
ret. 

Dulce  lignum,  etc. 

Hoc  opus  nostrae  sa- 
lutis 

Ordo  depoposcerat: 

Multiformis  proditoris 

Ars  ut  artem  falleret, 

Et  medelam  ferret 
inde, 

Hostis  unde  laeserat. 
Crux  fidelis,  etc. 


Tell  aloud  the  famous 
story 

Of  His  body  crucified; 

How  upon  the  cross  a 

victim, 
Vanquishing  in  death. 

He  died. 
Faithful  cross,  etc. 


Eating  of  the  tree  for- 
bidden, 

Man  had  sunk  in  Sa- 
tan's snare. 

When  our  pitying  Cre- 
ator 

Did  this  second  tree 
prepare; 

Destin'd  many  ages  la- 
ter. 

That  first  evil  to  re- 
pair. 

Sweet  the  nails,  etc. 

Such   the   order  God 

appointed 
When  for  sin  He  would 

atone; 
To   the   serpent  thus 

opposing 
Schemes    yet  deeper 

than  his  own: 
Thence    the  remedy 

procuring. 
Whence    the  fatal 

wound  had  come. 
Faithful  cross,  etc. 
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Quando  venit  ergo  sa- 
cri 

Plenitude  temporis, 

Missus  est  ab  arce  Pa- 
tris 

Natus,  orbis  conditor: 

Atque  ventre  virginali 

-Came  amictus  prodiit. 

Dulce  lignum,  etc. 

Vagit  infans  inter  arcta 

Conditus  praesepia: 

Membra  pannis  invo- 
luta 

Virgo  mater  alligat: 
Et  Dei  manus  pedesque 
Stricta  cingit  fascia. 
Crux  fidelis,  etc. 

Lustra  sex  qui  jam 
peregit, 

Tempus  implens  cor- 
poris, 

Sponte  libera  Redemp- 
tor 

Passioni  deditus, 
Agnus  in  crucis  levatur 


So  when  now  at  length 
the  fulness 

Of  the  sacred  time 
drew  nigh, 

Then  the  Son,  the 
world's  Creator, 

Left  his  Father's  throne 
on  high. 

From  a  virgin's  womb 
appearing. 

Clothed  in  our  mor- 
tality. 

Sweet  the  nails,  etc. 

All  within  a  lowly- 
manger, 

Lo,  a  tender  babe  He 
lies! 

See  His  gentle  virgin 

Mother 
Lull  to  sleep  His  infant 

cries! 

While  the  limbs  of  God 

Incarnate 
Round  with  swathing 

bands  she  ties. 
Faithful  cross,  etc. 

Thus  did  Christ  to  per- 
fect manhood 

In  our  mortal  flesh  at- 
tain: 

Then  of  His  free  choice 

He  goeth 
To  a  death  of  bitter 

pain; 

And  as  a  lamb,  upon 
the  altar 
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Immolandus  stipite. 

Dulce  lignum,  etc. 

Felle  potus  ecce  lan- 
guet, 

Spina,  clavi,  lancea 

Mite   corpus  perfora- 
runt, 

Unda  manat  et  cruor: 

Terra,    pontus,  astra, 

mundus 
Quo  lavantur  flumine. 

Crux  fidelis,  etc. 

Flecte    ramos,  arbor 
alta, 

Tensa  laxa  viscera, 

Et  rigor  lentescat  ille. 

Quern  dedit  nativitas: 

Et    superni  membra 

Regis 
Tende  miti  stipite. 

Dulce  lignum,  etc. 

Sola  digna  tu  fuisti 

Ferre  mundi  victimam; 

Atque    portum  prae- 
parare, 
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Of  the  cross,  for  us  is 
slain. 

Sweet  the  nails,  etc. 

Lo,  with  gall  His  thirst 

He  quenches! 
See  the  thorns  upon  His 

brow! 

Nails  His  tender  flesh 

are  rending! 
See,  His  side  is  opened* 

now! 

Whence,  to  cleanse  the 

whole  creation. 
Streams  of  blood  and 

water  flow. 
Faithful  cross,  etc. 

Lofty  tree,  bend  down 

thy  branches. 
To  embrace  thy  sacred 

load. 

Oh,  relax  the  native 

tension 
Of  that  all  too  rigid 

wood; 
Gently,  gently  bear  the 

members 
Of  thy  dying  King  and 

God. 

Sweet  the  nails,  etc. 

Tree,  which  solely  wast 
found  worthy 

The  world's  great  vic- 
tim to  sustain! 

Harbor  from  the  raging 
tempest! 


Area  mundo  naufrago, 

Quam  sacer  cruor  per- 

unxit, 
Fusus  Agni  corpore. 

Crux  fidelis,  etc. 
Sempiterna  sit  beatae 

Trinitate  gloria, 
Aequa  Patri,  Filioque, 

Par  decus  Paraclito: 
Unius  Trinique  nomen 

Laudet  universitas. 
Amen. 

Dulce  lignum,  etc. 


Ark,  that  saved  the 
world  again! 

Tree,  with  sacred  blood 
anointed 

Of  the  Lamb  for  sin- 
ners slain. 

Faithful  cross,  etc. 

Blessing,  honor  ever- 
lasting. 
To  the  immortal  Deity: 
To   the   Father,  Son, 

and  Spirit, 
Equal  praises  ever  be: 
Glory  through  the  earth 

and  heaven 
To   Trinity  in  Unity. 
Amen. 

Sweet  the  nails,  etc. 


PROCESSION 

Now  the  cross  is  carried  back  to  the  altar 
and  the  candles  are  lighted.  A  procession  is 
formed  to  take  the  sacred  host  from  the  altar 
of  repose  to  the  high  altar.  During  this 
procession  the  following  magnificent  hymn 
in  honor  of  the  cross  is  sung.  Since  Christ 
has  conquered  on  the  cross,  suffering  with 
and  for  Christ  is  our  glory  and  joy,  the 
cross  our  hope  of  victory  in  the  battles  of 
this  life  and  the  pledge  of  life  eternal. 


Vexilla  regis  prodeunt: 

Fulget   crucis  myste- 
rium, 

Qua  vita  mortem  per- 
tulit. 


Forth  comes  the  stand- 
ard of  the  King: 

All  hail,  thou  Mystery 
adored 

Hail,  Cross,  on  which 
the  Life  himself 
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Et  morte  vitam  pro- 
tulit. 

Quae  vulnerata  lanceae 

•    Mucrone   diro,  crimi- 
num 

Ut  nos  lavaret  sordi- 
bus, 

Manavit  unda  et  san- 
guine. 

Impleta  sunt,  quae  con- 
cinit 

David  fideli  carmine, 
Dicendo  nationibus: 
Regnavit  a  ligno  Deus. 


Arbor  decora  et  ful- 
gida 

Ornata  regis  purpura, 

Electa  digno  stipite 

Tarn    sancta  membra 
tangere. 

Beata,  cujus  brachiis 

Pretium  pependit  sae- 
culi, 

Statera  facta  corporis, 

Tulitque  praedam  tar- 
tari. 
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Died,  and  by  death  our 
life  restored! 

On  which  our  Savior's 

holy  side, 
Rent  open  with  a  cruel 

spear. 

Of  blood  and  water 
poured  a  stream. 

To  wash  us  from  de- 
filement clear. 

O  sacred  wood,  in  thee 
fulfilled 

Was  holy  David's  truth- 
ful lay. 

Which  told  the  world, 
that  from  a  tree. 

The  Lord  should  all  the 
nations  sway. 

Most  royally  empur- 
pled o'er, 

How  beauteously  thy 
stem  doth  shine! 

How  glorious  was  its 
lot  to  touch 

Those  limbs  so  holy 
and  divine! 

Thrice  blest,  upon  whose 
arms  outstretched 

The  Savior  of  the 
world  reclined; 

Balance  sublime,  upon 
whose  beam 

Was  weighed  the  ran- 
som of  mankind. 


O  crux  ave,  spes  unica, 
Hoc  passionis  tempore 
Piis  adauge  gratiam, 
Reisque  dele  crimina. 


Te,  fons  salutis,  Trini- 
tas, 

Collaudet  omnis  spiri- 
tus: 

Quibus    crucis  victo- 
riam 

Largiris,    adde  prae- 

mium. 
Amen. 


Hail,  Cross!  thou  only 

hope  of  man, 
Hail  on  this  holy  Pas- 

sionday 
To  saints  increase  the 

grace  they  have; 
From    sinners  purge 

their  guilt  away. 

Salvation's  spring,  blest 

Trinity, 
Be  praise  to  Thee  thru 

earth  and  skies: 
Thou  through  the  cross 

the  victory 
Dost  give;  oh  also  give 

the  prize! 
Amen. 


Communion  Service 

The  chalice  containing  the  sacred  host  is 
placed  on  the  altar  and  incensed;  then  the  host 
is  put  on  the  corporal.  The  priest  now  pours 
wine  and  water  into  the  chalice  as  at  the  Offer- 
tory of  the  Mass  and  puts  it  on  the  corporal 
in  front  of  the  host.  He  does  all  this  without 
saying  any  prayers.  There  follows  the  in- 
censation  as  customary  during  a  solemn  High 
Mass;  however,  neither  priest  nor  people  are 
incensed. 

Washing  of  Hands 

Having  incensed  the  altar  the  priest  washes 
his  hands  as  usual,  reciting  the  25th  psalm: 

I  will  wash  my  hands  among  the  inno- 
cent, and  will  encompass  Thy  altar,  O  Lord. 
That  I  may  hear  the  voice  of  praise,  and  tell 
of  all  Thy  wonderful  works. 
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I  have  loved,  O  Lord,  the  beauty  of  Thy 
house:  and  the  place  where  Thy  glory 
dwelleth. 

Take  not  away  my  soul,  O  God,  with  the 
wicked:  nor  my  life  with  men  of  blood. 

In  whose  hands  are  iniquities:  their  right 
hand  is  filled  with  gifts. 

But  as  for  me  I  have  walked  in  my  inno- 
cence: redeem  me,  and  have  mercy  on  me. 

My  foot  has  stood  in  the  direct  way:  in 
the  churches  I  will  bless  Thee,  O  Lord. 

Oblation  of  Ourselves 

There  was  no  oblation  of  host  in  this 
Mass  of  the  Presanctified,  because  the  host 
used  for  this  service  has  been  consecrated  the 
day  before,  nor  any  oblation  of  the  wine, 
because  the  wine  will  not  be  consecrated, 
but  we,  priest  and  people,  can  offer  ourselves 
in  thanksgiving  for  the  Savior's  bloody 
sacrifice. 

Standing  in  the  middle  of  the  altar  inclined, 
the  priest  prays: 

Accept,  O  Lord,  the  gift  of  ourselves, 
humble  in  spirit  and  contrite  of  heart,  and 
may  our  sacrifice  be  so  offered  in  Thy  sight 
as  to  be  pleasing  to  Thee,  Lord,  God. 

Orate  Fratres 

The  faithful,  too,  are  to  pray  for  this  inten- 
tion: the  favorable  acceptance  of  the  sacrifice 
of  ourselves: 

Pray,  brethren,  that  this  sacrifice,  which 
is  mine  and  yours,  may  be  acceptable  to  God, 
the  Father  Almighty. 
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Our  Father 

The  celebrant  begins  now  the  preparation 
for  Holy  Communion.  The  Our  Father 
assumes  particular  significance  on  this  day, 
when  we  remember  that  Holy  Communion  is 
really  and  truly  the  body  of  Jesus  that  hung 
on  the  cross,  and  that  by  this  His  death  we 
were  made  the  children  of  God;  we  now  have 
the  right  to  call  upon  God  as  our  Father,  and 
to  expect  heaven  as  our  inheritance.  It  is 
but  natural  that  we  show  a  loving  and 
grateful  interest  in  the  cause  of  God  and 
pray  for  the  realization  of  the  petitions  of 
the  Our  Father. 


Oremus.  Praeceptis 
salutaribus  moniti  et 
divina  institutione  for- 
mati  audemus  dicere: 


Pater  noster,  qui  es 
in  coelis,  sanctificetur 
nomeii  tuum,  adveniat 
regmum  tuum,  fiat  vo- 
luntas tua  sicut  in 
coelo  et  in  terra.  Pa- 
nem  nostrum  quotidia- 
num  da  nobis  hodie,  et 
dimitte  nobis  debita 
nostra  sicut  et  nos 
dimittimus  debitoribus 
nostris,  et  ne  nos  in- 
ducas  in  tentationem, 

Sed  libera  nos  a 
malo. 

Amen. 


Let  us  pray.  En- 
lightened by  the  doc- 
trines of  salvation  and 
transformed  by  divine 
institution  we  make 
bold  to  say: 

Our  Father,  who  art 
in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
Thy  name,  Thy  king- 
dom come,  Thy  will  be 
done  on  earth  as  it  is 
in  heaven.  Give  us  this 
day  our  daily  bread, 
and  forgive  us  our 
trespasses  as  we  for- 
give those  who  trespass 
against  us,  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation, 

But  deliver  us  from 
evil. 
Amen. 
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Deliverance  from  All  Evils 

The  prayer  that  follows  is  a  fuller  de- 
velopment of  the  last  petition  of  the  Our 
Father.  Usually  it  is  said  in  silence,  but 
today  it  is  said  aloud  to  impress  upon  the 
faithful  the  fact  that  Jesus  delivered  us  from 
sin  and  all  the  evils  that  follow  from  sin, 
even  though  the  perfect  freedom  from  these 
evils  will  be  ours  only  in  heaven. 

Deliver  us,  we  beseech  Thee,  O  Lord,  from 
all  evils,  past,  present,  and  future.  And  by 
the  intercession  of  the  blessed  and  glorious 
Mary,  ever  virgin.  Mother  of  God,  and  of 
Thy  holy  apostles  Peter  and  Paul,  Andrew, 
and  all  the  saints,  graciously  grant  peace  in 
our  days.  Assist  us  with  Thy  mercy  so  that 
we  may  ever  be  free  from  sin  and  proof 
against  all  disturbance.  Through  the  same 
Jesus  Christ,  Thy  Son,  our  Lord,  who  lives 
and  reigns  with  Thee  in  the  unity  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  God,  forever  and  ever. 

Amen. 

ELEVATION  OF  HOST 

Now  the  celebrant  genuflects,  rises,  and 
elevates  the  sacred  host  with  one  hand  so 
that  it  may  be  seen  by  the  people.  At  this 
ceremony  the  clapper  is  sounded.  Then 
breaking  the  host  as  during  the  ordinary 
Mass,  the  priest  drops  the  small  particle  into 
the  chalice  and  at  once  begins  to  recite  the 
third  of  the  usual  prayers  preparatory  for 
the  reception  of  Holy  Communion. 

Not  Condemnation  but  Salvation 

Let  not  the  partaking  of  Thy  body,  O 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  which  L  though  unwor- 
thy,  make   bold   to   receive,   turn   to  my 
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judgment  and  condemnation;  but  according 
to  Thy  goodness  may  it  be  unto  me  a  safe- 
guard for  mind  and  body  and  as  the  taking 
of  a  remedy.  Who  livest  and  reignest  with 
God,  the  Father,  in  the  unity  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  God,  forever  and  ever.  Amen. 

Reception  of  the  Sacred  Host 

Genuflecting  the  priest  prays: 

I  will  take  the  bread  of  heaven  and  call 
upon  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

Then,  taking  the  host  with  the  paten  into  his 
left  hand  and  striking  his  breast  he  repeats, 
three  times,  as  during  the  ordinary  Mass: 

O  Lord,  I  am  not  worthy,  that  Thou 
shouldst  enter  under  my  roof,  but  only  say 
the  word  and  my  soul  shall  be  healed. 

The  sound  of  the  clapper  calls  the  attention 
of  the  faithful  to  this  act. 

Tracing  the  sign  of  the  cross  with  the  sacred 
host  the  priest  says: 

May  the  body  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
preserve  my  soul  unto  life  everlasting. 

And  now  he  consumes  the  host. 

Prayer  after  Communion 

Having  consumed  the  host,  the  priest  takes 
the  wine  with  the  sacred  particle  in  it;  then 
he  purifies  the  chalice  and  his  fingers  as  usual 
and,  at  last,  with  hands  joined,  standing  in  the 
middle  of  the  altar,  he  prays: 

May  we  keep,  O  Lord,  with  a  pure  heart 
what  we  have  received  with  the  mouth  and 
may  this  temporal  gift  be  to  us  a  remedy 
unto  life  everlasting. 
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THE  END 


The  chalice  is  now  covered,  the  missal 
closed,  and  all  leave  the  sanctuary  in  silence. 
Soon  the  priest  returns  with  some  attendants 
for  the  stripping  of  the  altars  as  on  Holy 
Thursday. 

Some  time  after  the  services  the  repository 
is  dismantled  and  sanctuary  and  church  are 
left  without  any  decorations,  to  symbolize 
the  desolation  of  Christ  on  the  cross  and  the 
sorrow  of  the  Church.  However,  a  crucifix 
is  left  in  some  convenient  place  in  the  church, 
where  the  faithful  may  venerate  it  during 
the  course  of  the  day.  "And  they  shall 
look  upon  Me,  whom  they  have  pierced,  and 
they  shall  mourn  for  Him  as  one  mourneth 
for  an  only  son,  and  they  shall  grieve  over 
Him  as  the  manner  is  to  grieve  for  the  death 
of  the  first-born*'  (Zach.  12:10).  Let  us 
grieve  with  holy  Church  for  Jesus  has  loved 
as  and  delivered  Himself  for  us. 
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